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ADVOCATE OF PEACE 



December 



Monday afternoons. The opening lecture, October 9, 
was given by Dr. George Nasmyth, on the subject "The 
Democratic Control of Foreign Policy." Dr. Nasmyth 
gave several public lectures in Boston on Tuesday even- 
ings, October 10, 17, 24, and 31, on the general topic, 
"Vital Questions of America's Foreign Policy." 

Neutral Conference for Continuous Mediation. 

American Committee. 

A plea to the people of America is issued in leaflet 
form by the secretary, Rebecca Shelly, 70 Fifth avenue, 
New York City. This states in part: "Let the United 
States, backed by the entire neutral world, attempt 
mediation on a basis which shall safeguard the just 
claims of the belligerents and provide for international 
guarantees against future wars. . . . We ask you 
now to stop the carnage, that a few men may go back 
to the women and children who wait in tortured sus- 
pense." Contributions of any amount are solicited. 

League of Rights of Man (France). 

At the Congress of the League held in Paris in No- 
vember, a resolution was adopted attesting that a lasting 
international peace can be made possible only by the 
foundation of a society of nations whose guiding prin- 
ciple shall be the settlement of differences by law and 
not by force. Further, it declares that "an economic 
regime shall be created under which certain temporary 
measures applied as penalties shall guarantee to each 
people the exercise of its legitimate activities without 
permitting the existence of any aggressive organization 
for economic conquest." Finally the congress, taking 
note of declarations made by Entente statesmen, ex- 
presses hope that to give the world an earnest of their 
designs the allied governments will decide to submit all 
their eventual conflicts to arbitration and form a feder- 
ation among themselves as the first outline of a future 
society of nations, welcoming the adhesion thereto of all 
States, small and great, who remained outside the strug- 
gle, who shall bind themselves to observe the conditions 
of the compact and guarantee the rights of each by the 
forces of all. 
National Council of Civil Liberties (England). 

A conference at Cardiff, Wales, which met in Novem- 
ber to discuss the possibilities of opening peace negotia- 
tions, was attacked by a local mob and broken up and 
dispersed. The speakers, two members of the House 
of Commons, were hurled from the platform, narrowly 
escaping injury. "When the demonstrators were in full 
possession of the hall," says the report, "they waved 
flags and sang 'God Save the King !' " 

League for World Peace. 

The president, George H. Shibley, has sent a letter to 
President Wilson declaring this to be the time for the 
United States to call a conference of nations to estab- 
lish peace. Mr. Shibley pointed out that the President 
is so authorized by act of Congress, and that Germany 
and the Allies both favor the establishment of a league 
of peace. 

League to Enforce Peace. 

Fifteen hundred invitations were sent out for the 
dinner of the league in New York City, November 24. 
William Howard Taft presided. 



JOINING THE ISSUE 

Controversy over a fact, affirmed by one side and denied 
by another, is known in law as an "issue." Taking up the 
two sides respectively is called "joining the issue." A great 
need of the peace movement in the argument with its op- 
ponents is first to "join the issue." With this aim in view 
this department was started in our 'August number, and it is 
hoped that many of our readers will be stirred to add their 
wisdom to this process of "joining the issue." Any intelli- 
gent contribution to the problem, if not too long, will be 
welcomed. — The Editok. 

St. Louis, Mo., October 24, 1916. 
Sir : There is a thought wave that is now going over 
the world that promises a glorious future. It is, if it 
is wrong for one citizen to kill another citizen, it i3 
wrong for the citizens of one nation to kill the citizens 
of another nation. Within two hundred years from 
now the majority of the people in this world will think 
that way, and the result will be that nationalism will 
have evolved into a union of all the nations of this 
world a universal brotherhood and an international or 
universal language. Why is nationalism wrong? Be- 
cause it is at variance with the great law that religion 
is built upon. "Love your neighbor as you do thyself," 
and "do unto others as you would have them do unto 
you." Nationalism teaches "My nation first, the bal- 
ance of the world second." It teaches one nation to be 
envious or jealous of another. It teaches one nation to 
hate another, to fear one another, and to teach each 
their own language, the outcome of which is the present 
dreadful war, which is international anarchy. This 
war is the crisis, and out of it is going to evolve for the 
betterment of mankind international courts for the ad- 
judication of national disputes and an international 
army to enforce the decrees of the international courts. 
The most economical and practical way to cure the 
socialistic disease, national wars, is to preach and teach 
in all the schools of North America, South America, 
and Europe the advisability of advocating universal 
brotherhood, the result of which will be that in three 
generations from now the majority will be in favor of 
universal brotherhood, and militarism as it exists today 
will be changed. Yours respectfully, 

J. Charless Cabas m:. 

Eeed College, Portland, Oregon, 

November 6, 1916. 

Sir : Having had three years of military training in 
an American high school under the direction of an offi- 
cer of the United States Army, and having since given 
much of my time to a study of problems of education 
with particular interest in physical education, I have 
come to the conclusion that military drill in American 
high schools fails to accomplish the purposes for which 
it is prescribed, and yet interferes with the chief aims 
of the school. 

Military drill in our high schools is objectionable for 
purposes of physical development, because it is not 
suited to boys of high-school age; because it is badly 
lop-sided; because it lacks the supreme value of organ- 
ized team play in athletic games. I do not overlook 
certain educational values which military drill, under 
certain conditions, may yield even to boys of high-school 
age; but I believe that these values can be attained 
more effectually by other means and without the losses 
due to military drill. Respectfully, 

William T. Foster. 



